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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON BOYD STATEMENT 

THE FOLLOWING Q & A WAS PREPARED FOR TODAY'S STATE 
DEPARTMENT NOON BRIEFING. IT WAS CLEARED BY DAVID LAZAR, 
AMBASSADOR BUNKER AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY SHLAUDEMAN: 

Q: WOULD YOU COMMENT ON THE CHARGE REPORTED IN TODAY'S 
WASHINGTON POST, QUOTING THE PANAMANIAN EOREIGN MINISTER, 
THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS DELIBERATELY SLOWED DOWN 
NEGOTIATIONS IN ORDER TO PROVOKE AN INCIDENT? 

A: WE HAVE TROUBLE BELIEVING THAT FOREIGN MINISTER BOYD 
WAS QUOTED ACCURATELY. CLEARLY, A SUGGESTION THAT THE 
PRESIDENT WOULD SEEK TURMOIL ABROAD FOR POLITICAL ADVANTAGE 
AT HOME IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. WE HAVE ALREADY BROUGHT THIS 
STORY TO THE ATTENTION OE THE PANAMANIAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 
IN WASHINGTON AND REQUESTED AN IMMEDIATE CLARIEICATION. 

OUR AMBASSADOR IN PANAMA CITY IS DOING SIMILARLY. AT THIS 
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TO CONCLUDE AN EQUITABLE NEW TREATY WITH PANAMA. NO 
QUESTION WAS ASKED. KISSINGER 
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